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Good evening ladies and gentlemen, my name is Rebecca Cameron and I have been working 

with Gill Cullinan at MCA Planners on the further development of the Groote Schuur 

Community Improvement District’s Strategic Development Framework. This was presented 

by Gill at last year’s AGM so my focus tonight is on what has been achieved this year and the 

way forward. 

But first, I would like to quickly recap the purpose, background and vision of the Strategic 

Development Framework. For the remainder of the presentation, I will be referring to this 

as an SDF.  
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The purpose of this SDF is to provide a framework for GSCID and its partners to use to guide 

strategic interventions that result in the area moving up this pyramid from ‘messy, dirty and 

unsafe’ to ‘programmed and promoted’ and eventually to holding ‘a shared and lived 

vision’. Currently, GSCID stands as an area which is clean and safe with elements of 

welcoming public space. 
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This SDF is based on a strong foundation of analysis of the area. This brought to the fore the 

strengths, weaknesses and opportunities that exist here. The SDF builds on these strengths 

while exploring the opportunities available, such as the existing strong commercial nodes, 

historical landmarks and public spaces. 
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Such as the wealth of educational facilities and associated services  within GSCID and the 

immediate surrounding area, as seen in blue for institutions and red for residences. 
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And, the rich heritage visible as both landmarks and whole areas of historic architecture and 

design that is of significance to Cape Town, and even South Africa. 
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This has resulted in a vision of GSCID as an inspiring, exciting and vibrant learning district 

that supports innovation, research and development whilst building a local identity and 

strong partnerships.  It is essential to understand that the GSCID cannot undertake this 

challenge on its own.  It needs to form partnerships to work with the community, UCT and 

the City of Cape Town. 
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This vision is based on the following principles: 

1) Working partnerships founded on co-design, collaboration and co-implementation 

2) Clear, local identity highlighting the strengths of the area to attract visitors and 

investment 

3) And, quality public spaces that are safe, clean and well-designed for people to relax 

in and interact with one another 
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To facilitate the creation of a learning district, GSCID needs to be a window into the area, 

build partnerships to co-implement projects that support a learning district, create quality 

public spaces for social interaction and organise activities for community building. 

The following slides will discuss the priority projects identified by GSCID for each of these 

areas of intervention. Some of these have been completed or are currently underway. 
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Firstly, let’s look back over this year and see the the projects and activities that are 

underway or completed. The objective of the ‘Property Survey and Levy Payers Database’ 

has been to identify the property typology, land use zoning, functional use and current 

owner of each land parcel in the GSCID area. This has provided a deeper understanding of 

the GSCID area for improved, evidence-based decision-making with regard to expanding the 

current rates base and strategic interventions for greater community involvement. 



The second completed project is the removal of old phones booths throughout the area to 

improve the look and feel of public space. 
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The third and fourth projects have focused on the website as a key tool to building the 

identity of GSCID and being a window into the area. Following from the development of this 

SDF, it was understood that a tool was needed to help residents, businesses and developers 

navigate the various planning requirements and considerations for the area. This has been 

designed as a planning portal on the GSCID website to strengthen the concept of GSCID 

being a window to the area. 

And finally, the Community and Business Portal is an ongoing project to create a database of 

information on the local organisations, educational institutions and businesses in the area. It 

is hoped that this will be a tool to help market the area and local businesses while providing 

a platform on which to develop partnerships. 
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Now, to look forward to next year and the year following, these four projects, that I am 

going to discuss, have been selected from a list of suggested projects as priority projects 

that can be completed in the next year or two. The full list of projects and activities 

suggested can be found in the Strategic Development Framework which is available on the 

GSCID website or can be requested via email. 

To begin with, the restoration of the Rondebosch fountain and garden. This is an important 

landmark in the GSCID and in Cape Town too. It is intended that in partnership with the City 

of Cape Town, this will be repaired and restored.  
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A major ongoing project which the GSCID has continued to work on is the Liesbeek River 

Trail, in particular the unkept and degraded walkway between Belmont Road through to the 

Liesbeek Parkway at Alma Road.  This section requires re-design and construction which the 

GSCID will motivate with the City.  This falls within the ambit of developing a public space 

and landscape strategy and plan that also incorporates Alma Park, Cecil Park, the public 



space in front of the Town Hall and Library and the Presidential Walk in front of the Groote 

Schuur Estate. This would be to improve and upgrade public spaces in the GSCID area for 

the benefit of residents, students, visitors and businesses. This will need to be undertaken in 

consultation and partnership with the City of Cape Town’s Spatial Planning and Urban 

Design Directorate and the City Parks Department. 
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Thirdly, the Mowbray Market is envisioned as one that is built around and incorporates 

elements of the local identity, in Mowbray and the broader GSCID area. The idea would be 

to host this market at the Mowbray Town Hall. This would be to utilise this space for the 

community while identifying the hall as a community centre. While there has been work 

undertaken by GSCID over the last year on this project, it has been determined that the 

Mowbray Market would be most successful if it is run by a market organiser and promoter 

in partnership with GSCID. It is this partnership which will be pursued by GSCID over the 

coming year. 
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And finally, to improve legibility and create a sense of place in the GSCID area a signage 

strategy is to be developed. This is to improve accessibility and way finding throughout the 

area, encouraging exploration of the area’s heritage and the marketing of the area and its 

identity. 
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It is intended that these actions and projects will ultimately contribute towards achieving 

the vision of GSCID as a Learning District and a great place to live, work and play.  

Thank you, for your attention tonight and please find more information on the GSCID 

website.  A convenient link is given in the agenda that was handed out to you. 


