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GSCID Strategic Development Framework

From Chairman of the GSCID Board, Neil Fraser,

“It is with great pleasure that I present this Strategic 
Development Framework for the Groote Schuur 
Community Improvement District. This offers a vision for 
GSCID as a Learning District founded on partnerships, a 
strong local identity and quality public spaces. GSCID is 
an area which has a rich heritage and boasts a significant 
offering of educational facilities, from primary to tertiary 
education. Furthermore, it is the good access to public 
transport, retail and services in GSCID that attract 
visitors and support residents and businesses. We 
want to build on the strengths of the area to contribute 
towards achieving our vision. This will only be possible 
in partnership with business, residents, community 
organisations and educational institutions. Through this 
we aim to make the GSCID area a great place in which 
to live, work and play.”

FOREWORD

From Chief Executive Officer of GSCID, Anthony Davies,

“This Strategic Development Framework for the Groote 
Schuur Community Improvement District is a tool to 
help guide the management and operations of the 
organisation going forward. Above and beyond the 
cleaning and security services already provided by 
GSCID, this plan identifies strategic opportunities to 
improve public spaces and develop a deeper sense of 
community that is founded on the area being a Learning 
District. As an organisation, this plan will enable us to 
strategically engage with business, residents, community 
organisations and educational institutions for an improved 
urban experience. This is vital to ensuring the GSCID 
becomes a thriving district within the City of Cape Town. 
I want to thank MCA Urban and Environmental Planners 
for their dedication, work and partnership with GSCID in 
developing this Strategic Development Framework. The 
GSCID area is diverse and holds the potential to be a 
safe and vibrant community when we partner and work 
together towards this common vision for our community.”



In t roduct ion
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GSCID Strategic Development Framework

The Groote Schuur Community Improvement District 
(GSCID) Strategic Development Framework (SDF) 
sets out a vision of a thriving, diverse community on the 
doorstep of the University of Cape Town (UCT). This vision 
sees UCT as the hub of a Learning District (incorporating 
the university, colleges, and schools) that promotes 
learning for all ages; innovation; and opportunities for 
community growth and connection. Globally, more and 
more universities are promoting the concept of a university 
town as one that fosters collaborative relationships that 
benefit the entire community (town and gown). 

As the GSCID Learning District becomes known for 
opportunity, research, new ideas and creative thinking, 
the streets and public spaces will be activated, and 
inspired citizens, students and visitors will be drawn to 
the events and businesses in the area. With busy streets 
and better communication comes increased safety and 
security, which will benefit UCT students and staff, as 
well as the local community. 

The vision is built on the GSCID’s concept of partnership; 
active and interested citizens and institutions can work 
together to build on the assets in the area, and improve 
the city experience for residents, students, academics, 
commuters and visitors to the district.

This SDF sets out actions that contribute to the 
development of a Learning District. These actions will 
rest on a number of principles aimed at improving the 
living, social, working and natural environment in GSCID.

• Principle 1: Foster working partnerships and 
encourage co-design, collaboration and co-
implementation of projects that contribute to a 
shared vision

• Principle 2: Build a clear local identity that highlights 
the strengths of the area and attracts visitors and 
locals

• Principle 3: Create quality public places that create 
vibrant, community oriented spaces that encourage 
interaction.

Community partnerships need to be structured so 
as to be sustainable and they need to be supported 
by an independent intermediary organisation such 
as the GSCID. An emphasis on co-design and co-
implementation will ensure that any actions taken build a 
sense of participatory community. 

University towns around the world that have adopted an 
approach of working in partnership with the community 
within which they are located, have reported improved 
community relationships and related PR gains in terms 
of their branding. 

They have demonstrated the need to focus on the 
following:

• Communication (Harvard regularly publishes 
a service directory to highlight the institution’s 
commitment to service)

• Community engagement (The University of 
Pennsylvania regenerated the surrounding area by 
implementing five strategies of engagement and 
their actions resulted in a 31% reduction in crime, an 
88% increase in home values in five years, 150 000 
square feet of new retail space, and new businesses 
and schools)

• 
• Emphasising the economic importance of higher 

education (the knowledge economy places a high 
premium on human capital. A 2004 study by Robert 
Weissbourd and Christopher Berry, The Changing 
Dynamics of Urban America, states that college 
degree attainment is the single biggest driver of 
urban economic growth).

The University of Cape Town is arguably the best 
university in Africa. The GSCID’s framework vision of a 
Learning District with UCT at the core, will contribute  to 
that reputation by improving the living, social and work 
environment that the university finds itself within.

INTRODUCTION
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GSCID Strategic Development Framework

The Groote Schuur Community Improvement District 
(GSCID) was established with the support of UCT in July 
2010 in terms of the City of Cape Town’s special rating 
area policy.  It works in partnership with UCT, the City of 
Cape Town, landowners, civic organisations, businesses 
and educational institutions to create a safer, cleaner and 
rejuvenated environment for all.  

To date it has focused on providing additional security 
patrols and cleansing, along with a dedicated programme 
of working with, and rehabilitating, street people.  With 
this programme now well established, the GSCID is 
exploring how it can work in partnership with others to 
further improve the quality of the area for its residents, 
users and businesses.

This is visually represented in the adjacent diagram where 
the aim is to undertake actions that result in attaining the 
elements of urban life further up the triangle. This is to 
guide how to improve the urban experience. 

The framework is loosely guided by the Main Street 
approach, which works around four pillars:
 
Design: Enhancing the physical appearance of the 
area by, for example, rehabilitating historic buildings, 
encouraging supportive new construction, developing 
sensitive design management systems, and long-term 
planning.  There is a strong link between physical and 
environmental quality and economic benefits. 
 
Organisation: Building consensus and cooperation 
among the many groups and individuals who have a 
role in the revitalisation process.  This aspect forms the 
foundation for the continuing success of any programme. 
This has proved true in creating successful improvement 
districts.  To work together, relationships have to be 
developed and that means cultivating an ethic of 
cooperation. 
 

Promotion: Marketing the area’s assets to customers, 
potential investors, new businesses, local citizens and 
visitors.  One of the great strengths of traditional areas 
in general is their strength of character – their unique 
attributes based on their history.  Mowbray is different 
to Rondebosch and so too are all the original, ‘villages’ 
along Main Road.  Each area has its assets economically 
and physically and this needs to be understood and then 
communicated. 

Economic Restructuring: Strengthening the area’s 
economic base while finding ways to expand it to meet 
new opportunities. This is linked to promotion.  Economic 
restructuring requires considerable assessment and 
research to determine where the opportunities lie, and 
what potential exists. 

INTRODUCTION

Figure 1: A diagram representing the Community Improvement 
District framework for intervention
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Principle 1 
Foster partnerships that encourage collaboration, 
co-design and co-implementation

Working in partnership allows more than is possible on 
one’s own. Creating a common vision allows for concerted 
and effective efforts. Partnership offers collaborative 
effort while allowing for acceptance of differences. This 
is faciltated by:

• Establishing working partnerships that are 
sustainable

• Adopting a whole-of-society approach
• Juxtaposing ideas in order to co-create and co-

implement solutions
• Demonstrating return of investment to sustain long-

term participation

Urban Design solutions to foster partnerships

Provide information boards in parks and near projects in 
order to provide the contact details for the project team 
so that people can get involved.

Principle 2
Create well-designed public spaces that are resilient 
and multi-functional

Cities are constantly evolving and land uses change 
as technology changes. Public spaces need to be well-
designed and multi-functional so that they can adapt to 
changing requirements. 

Public spaces that function as welcoming and flexible, 
but neutral spaces allow for a diversity of use that makes 
the spaces more resilient to changing circumstances.

Enhancing the public realm improves the quality of the 
urban environment and attracts people to use the space, 
which has many benefits in terms of innovation, economic 
development, social development and quality of life.

Urban Design solutions for well-designed public 
space

• Create spaces that allow for users to pause for 
optional activities such as a coffee, a conversation 
or a rest

• Provide seating, with a view of a square, a street or 
a park

• Create a pedestrian-friendly, multi-functional 
environment

• Make it welcoming
• Encourage connectivity and walking
• Encourage diversity because it allows for choice and 

accommodates a range of ages and incomes in an 
area. It also encourages the meeting of people with 
different ideas, which promotes innovation

• Provide seating
• Plant trees
• Provide clear signage
• Use appropriate paving surfaces.

Principle 3
Create a clear local identity

Creating a sense of place and a clear sense of the area’s 
character creates a local identity and invites people to 
visit the area. 

Paul Zucker (1959, in Talen, 2008) identified the need to 
design a space that ‘pulls heterogeneous elements at the 
periphery together; into a visually integrated unit. This 
focused space allows the creation of a shared identity 
that a diverse community can relate to. Legibility gives a 
visitor or resident the information required to understand 
how the area works and where to go.

Urban Design solutions for a clear local identity

• Use branding, signage, and public information 
signboards

• Build on the existing character
• Create signposted heritage walks
• Provide space for public art
• Enhance the quality of the public realm and street 

and space lighting. This will improve security and 
safety.

GSCID PLANNING PRINCIPLES



Unders tand ing 
the  GSCID area
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Context: Location and Heritage

The GSCID area is located in the south-west of the 
City of Cape Town metropolitan area juxtaposed 
between Table Mountain National Park (TMNP) and 
the Liesbeek River and further defined by a number of 
linear movement routes that form the boundaries of this 
Community Improvement District as well as traverses it.  
It incorporates an established urbanised area; made up 
of five distinct suburbs or portions thereof (Observatory, 
Mowbray, Rosebank, Rondebosch and Newlands) 
grouped around the activity corridor that is Main Road.  

The entire GSCID area is integral to UCT and other 
educational facilities, in close proximity to Cape Town 
(7km) and to the airport (16km) and these suburbs are 
therefore popular residential choices for a diverse mix 
of habitants. The N2 traverses the area to the north and 
creates a distinct boundary between Observatory and 
Mowbray.  The M3 and the TMNP beyond that forms the 
western boundary.  The Metrorail Simon’s Town railway 
line forms another north-south linear connection in the 
GSCID.

The GSCID area has a rich history, with much of 
it uncelebrated and unknown to the students and 
newcomers moving into the area. The area includes 
buildings of historical and cultural significance such as 
Mostert’s Mill and many artists, such as Irma Stern, and 
writers have lived in the area. 

The Main Road itself started out as a track leading from 
the Castle to the granary called Groote Schuur, in what 
is now Newlands. Mowbray developed as a settlement 
offering refreshment and accommodation to the farmers 
traveling in from the outlying districts to deliver their crops 
to the Groote Schuur. When they reached the Liesbeek 
River they stopped for the night before continuing their 
journey along the Main Road the next day.

UNDERSTANDING THE GSCID AREA
Figure 2: Lime-kilns in Mowbray in the early 1900s Figure 3: Rondebosch Station in the early 1900s

Figure 4: 
A map of Cape Town with the GSCID area highlighted in red

Figure 5: A map of the GSCID area (green) indicating the broader 
study area outlined in yellow.
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UNDERSTANDING THE GSCID AREA

Urban Structuring Elements

How one perceives a town or city is a fundamental test 
of good city planning. It encompasses a very sentimental 
combination between the objective city image and 
subjective human thoughts. A well designed ‘environment 
image’ or ‘sense of place’ as it is otherwise known, can 
hugely improve the sense of security and belonging for 
people that live, work and interact in these spaces. In 
analysing the functioning and ‘sense of place’ of a town or 
city, one needs to examine its physical spatial structure. 
Kevin Lynch, an urban planner, divides the physical form 
of city image into five elements: paths, edges, nodes , 
districts and landmarks.

Paths
Paths, such as roads, rivers and railways tie a city/
town together as dominant movement elements in 
urban space. Being able to identify a path is crucial in 
developing a strong sense of place.

Edges
Edges are boundaries, which separate two districts and 
are normally visually quite dominant and continuous 
in form. The Table Mountain National Park (TMNP) 
interface with the urban Environment is an example of an 
edge in the GSCID area.

Nodes
Nodes are strategic focus points/areas which observers 
can enter. This includes places of high accessibility and 
activity.

Districts
These are fairly large areas within a town or city with 
common characters.

Landmarks
Landmarks are reference points with unique and 
memorable spatial elements.

Figure 6: GSCID Legibility Map
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UNDERSTANDING THE GSCID AREA

Urban Structuring Elements: Paths

The structuring paths form the mobility network that 
ensures this area’s high degree of accessibility.  
Historically, the well-developed and integrated movement 
system linked the beach (Muizenberg) with the harbour 
settlements at Table Bay and False Bay.  Today, this 
movement system still enables and provides a strong 
commuter function.  This area around Main Road as an 
activity route offers good employment opportunities, but 
its accessibility to the CBD and educational institutions 
have resulted in high land values which makes it hard for 
lower income groups to reside in this area.  Thus public 
transport in the form of the rail commuter line as well 
as buses (public and specialised such as the Jammie 
shuttle) and minibus taxis are essential components in 
daily life for residents and the local labour force.

The North-South movement linkage is strong with 
freeways, the activity route and other structuring routes 
enforcing it, i.e. M3, Main Road and Liesbeek Parkway. 
However, the east-west connections in the area are 
insufficient and hindered by having to cross the railway 
line.  The City has invested in an existing non-motorised 
transport (NMT) route in this area serving mainly the 
residential areas to the east of Main Road.

Figure 7: GSCID Mobility Map
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UNDERSTANDING THE GSCID AREA

Urban Structuring Elements: Paths

Main Road

This road is an important ‘activity route’ as defined 
in the Southern District Plan of the City of Cape Town 
(2012).  The definition given for an activity route reads: 
“Activity routes are characterised by strip and/or nodal 
urban development along sections of the route. Activity 
routes are generally supported by a mix of land uses and 
higher density urban development. Activity routes are 
characterised by direct access and interrupted movement 
flows, especially at bus and taxi stops and traffic lights.”
 
Strengths
• High levels of accessibility and activity
• High percentage of commercial activity which 

contributes significantly to the City’s economic 
turnover

• Good public transport options along this route
• Distinct nodes along the route at major intersections.
• Rich history present along this route with major 

cultural and historical facilities situated along this 
it, such as the Baxter Theatre and Groote Schuur 
Presidential estate

• The interface with the public is adequate and pleasant 
in some areas, i.e. shaded and defined walkways, 
adequate pedestrian crossings and street furniture

Weaknesses  
• High degree of congestion, which is getting 

increasingly worse.  The SDF attributes this to the 
very high private motor vehicle usage (and reliance) 
in this district, which is negatively impacting on 
economic activity in arguably the most accessible 
locations

• Main Road is well developed to complement north-
south movement routes, but east-west movement 
insufficient and hindered by having to cross the 
railway line

• Main Road has high public transport occupancies, 
which is undoubtedly alleviating congestion levels, 
but the interchanges at highly accessible economic 
centers are generally inadequate

• Public realm and pedestrian space could be improved 
at certain locations to upgrade public infrastructure, 
street furniture and walkways.

• Lack of access to public/green space along this 
activity route

• Underutilisation and loss of historical buildings such 
as the Mowbray Town Hall

• Vandalism of public infrastructure, for example the 
public phones and public ablutions

• Poor street lighting in some areas
• Pedestrian pathways blocked or underused because 

of security concerns, i.e. subways

Urban Structuring Elements: Paths 

Railway

The rail network supports the linear north-south 
movement corridor through providing mobility over longer 
trip distances. The stations associated with the network 
(Mowbray, Rosebank, Rondebosch and Newlands 
stations border the GSCID) are primary points of activity 
and accessibility. These concentrations of activity can 
generally support medium-to-high land use densities.

Strengths  
• Popular commuter public transport option connecting 

areas with economic activity along this southern axis
• The stations are all well maintained

Weaknesses 
• Signage to the stations from the Main Road could be 

improved
• Safety concerns regarding subways and street 

people living in areas next to the tracks (especially 
where the railway crosses the Liesbeek River in 
Rondebosch along Burg Road)
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Urban Structuring Elements: Paths 

Liesbeek River

Historically this river was the first to be named by Jan 
van Riebeeck and it gave rise to the oldest urbanised 
river valley in the country. The river and the Albion Spring 
next to it provided drinking water to residential properties 
in Rondebosch and adjacent suburbs up to the 1890s.  It 
has been too polluted ever since to fulfill that role.

Today, in addition to the biodiversity value to society, river 
systems are urban structuring elements with immense 
social quality and amenity value.  The Southern District 
Plan supports public orientated uses such as commercial 
facilities (e.g. restaurants, pubs, tea gardens and coffee 
shops) at certain points, such as intersections with 
existing commercial nodes (i.e. Rondebosch) to take 
advantage of this amenity value of rivers.  It further 
promotes open space improvements along the river 
to maximise linear linkage and public utilisation, which 
could include re-engineering canals to improve public 
benefit.

Strengths  
• Existing Liesbeek River Trail managed by active 

body (Friends of the Liesbeek), who undertake 
ongoing clean-ups and planting of river banks

• River runs past key historical areas (i.e. Josephine 
Mill and South African Breweries)

• Trail frequented by runners and walkers
• Water quality is improving due to the introduction of 

weirs in canalised sections
Weaknesses
• Street people occupy space around the river and 

vandalise signs, street furniture, litter and use the 
river for their ablutions

• Safety concerns at certain spots due to the lack of 
passive surveillance, i.e. buildings do not face the 
river. For example Riverside Mall in Rondebosch

• Invasive alien plant species threatening the 
biodiversity of the river

• Broken glass remains in riverbanks from the 
breweries historically dumping glass bottles at 
certain sections of the river

• Lack of cafes
• Lack of river frontage

Urban Structuring Elements: Edges 

Table Mountain National Park

Although not directly abutting the GSCID area, the 
mountain forms a strong western edge and backdrop to 
the study area.

Strengths  
• Mountain views are significant all along Main Road, 

especially at east-west intersections, such as 
Rhodes Drive, Woolsack Drive, Woolsack Road and 
Chapel Road

• Opportunities therefore exist along these routes to 
maximise the views and visual connection to nature

Weaknesses  
• Direct access to the mountain is limited due to the 

M3 freeway separating it from the urban environment

UNDERSTANDING THE GSCID AREA
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Urban Structuring Elements: A Learning District 

Education is entrenched in these suburbs of Cape Town. 
Not only does this geographic area host the country’s 
oldest university (UCT), it also contains a number of 
institutions ranging from pre-primary education facilities 
to tertiary accommodation facilities.  

Examining the level of education amongst the residents 
of this area as well as looking at the amount of land 
parcels occupied for this specific land use reveal the 
significant impact of this rich educational presence on 
the urban environment. 

Census 2011 data depicts that 8% of the country’s 
population (20+) has obtained educational qualifications 
beyond that of Grade 12.  On a provincial level, Gauteng 
ranks the highest with 13,2%, followed by the Western 
Cape with 10,1% whereas KwaZulu-Natal has a count of 
6,7%.  The City of Cape Town displays a percentage of 
16,6% in this category whereas 17,3% of Stellenbosch’s 
(a distinguishable student town) population has obtained 

qualifications beyond Grade 12. On a local neighbourhood 
level, the GSCID area displays a significant 41,7% of the 
total population having obtained higher than Grade 12 
education, of which 6% hold higher degrees (Masters/
Phd).

District Land Use Analysis 

A land use analysis of the broader area indicates the 
strong educational presence once again.  UCT, with its 
associated campuses, sport fields and residences, is the 
main tertiary institution in the area.  CPUT also has a 
presence with some student accommodation residences 
visible.  The main schools in the area include Rustenburg 
Girls’ Junior School, Thandokhulu High School, Sans 
Souci Girls High School, South African College High 
School (Sacs) and Westerford High School.  An additional 
number of primary and pre-primary schools are evident 
throughout the study area.  A total of 8% of land area 
(sqm) of the broader GSCID area is currently occupied 
for educational purposes, which is quite high considering 
that only 11% is residential and 53% commercial in 

UNDERSTANDING THE GSCID AREA
Figure 8: GSCID Educational Facilities  Map
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Urban Structuring Elements: A Learning District 

The University of Cape Town

UCT is the oldest university in South African and the 
second oldest in Africa, having been founded in 1829 
as the South African College, which was a high school 
for boys.  The spatial extent of the university has grown 
tremendously till the present day with campuses, 
administrative buildings and residences occupying a 
large portion of the land holdings in the immediate vicinity.

Universities play a number of significant roles within their 
urban settings:
• Developing the local economy through enhancing 

the industry and technology base as well as 
generating employment and spending.  UCT employs 
approximately 4500 people

• Community development through various 
partnerships with local government and community 
groups.  Institutional partnerships are crucial to the 
survival of universities, whether these are with other 
institutions, the local community, business or industry 
UCT is constantly entering into such agreements, 
one being a recent collaboration with UCT’s Faculty 
of Engineering and the Built Environment to develop 
a conceptual future for the unfinished Foreshore 
freeway and the surrounding area

• Being a significant landlord in the local community 
to meet growing demands for buildings for campus 
extensions, residences and recreational facilities

In terms of the GSCID, the presence of this university 
and other educational facilities ranging from pre-schools 
to other tertiary facilities are significant in defining the 
sense of place for the surrounding urban environment.  
Education becomes the ‘golden thread’ throughout.  This 
Strategic Development Framework will highlight how this 
can be enhanced to the benefit of the public.

UNDERSTANDING THE GSCID AREA

Urban Structuring Elements: Nodes

The main node along the route in the GSCID and general 
vicinity is Claremont, which is classed as a regional 
node within the City’s hierarchical system of nodes. The 
Mowbray node is defined as a district node due to the 
close proximity to the large public transport interchange 
at Mowbray Station, with Rondebosch and Observatory 
as local nodes. The concentration of commercial activity 
around Dean Street and the Klipper / Main Road 
intersection is also considered a significant local node 
in the context of this development framework. These 
all enjoy high accessibility due to the established grid-
based movement system which is complemented by rail 
and other mobility connectors (i.e. Liesbeek Parkway) 
and freeways (N2, M3, M5).  The nature and functioning 
of these nodes will be looked at in more detail in the 
Precinct section of this analysis.

Although commercial activity is mainly grouped around 
these nodes, this is the prominent land use in the GSCID 
area (53% of land area).

Figure 9: GSCID Commercial Land  Map
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UNDERSTANDING THE GSCID AREA

Urban Structuring Elements: Landmarks

The following landmarks are significant, either from a 
heritage or a visual point of view, or both

Newlands Swimming Pool

St Paul’s Church

Mowbray Town Hall and Library

Alma Park 

Groote Schuur Presidential Estate Belmont Road Fountain 

Baxter TheatreTugwell and Marquard Residences
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Heritage Analysis

Since 1 March 2013 areas previously protected as 
Conservation/Special Areas under the old Zoning 
Schemes are now protected as Heritage Protection 
Overlay Zones (HPOZ) under the new integrated 
Cape Town Zoning Scheme.  Within these areas a list 
of activities would require HPOZ approval from the 
City beyond the normal building and town planning 
requirements, for example, any physical alterations to 
buildings within these HPOZs that could affect the way a 
place appears or is used. The Groote Schuur Community 
Improvement District is extremely rich in conservation 
worthy areas, as the number of designated and proposed 
HPOZs can attest to.  In addition, there are a number 
of graded heritage sites, mostly of a provincial (grading 
2) and a local significance (grading 3A) in terms of the 
Heritage Resources Act.

UNDERSTANDING THE GSCID AREA
Figure 10: GSCID Heritage Landmarks and Areas  Map
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Spatial Analysis

In analysing the area from a spatial perspective 
around these structuring elements, certain strengths 
and weaknesses become apparent, along with many 
opportunities. 

Spatial Strengths

• Mobility: Strong multi nodal mobility links (paths) are 
prevalent

• Main Road as an activity street 
• Higher order road network adjacent to the GSCID 
• Railway and associated stations 
• The existing city cycling route
• Jammie shuttle service and the Jammie bike renting 

scheme and cycling route 
• Established nodes centered around Main Road 

intersections (Lower Observatory, Mowbray, 
Rondebosch and Dean Street node)

• Access to nature (TMNP and Liesbeek River)
• Newlands Sports precinct 
• Rich cultural experience (Baxter theatre, Irma Stern 

museum and Montebello Design Centre)
• Historical areas (UCT, Groote Schuur Estate, Mostert 

and Josephine Mill, Mowbray Town Hall, etc.)
• Entrenched educational presence with numerous 

tertiary facilities, schools, specialised training 
establishments and associated residences.

• Active citizen groups
• Landmarks (for example St. Paul’s Church and UCT 

upper campus)
• Mountain Views

UNDERSTANDING THE GSCID AREA
Figure 11: GSCID Spatial Strengths  Map
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UNDERSTANDING THE GSCID AREA

Spatial Analysis

Spatial Weaknesses

• Speeding and congestion along Main Road.
• Businesses favour Eastern edge of Main Road north 

of Rhodes Avenue due to direction of traffic flows to 
the city

• Security concerns regarding the many spots 
frequented by street people, such as the garden 
around St. Paul’s’ Church, certain spots around the 
Liesbeek River and subways

• Lack of welcoming public space at the Woolsack 
Main Road intersection, along the Groote Schuur 
estate’s street interface, Alma Park and in front of 
the Mowbray Town Hall

• Undefined gateways at the Woolsack Road, Klipper 
Road and Dean Street intersections with Main Road.

• Lack of policing of informal taxi stops along Main 
Road that exacerbates congestion

• Railway and the highways act as spatial barriers.
• Strong pedestrian links not clearly defined

Figure 12: GSCID Spatial Weaknesses  Map
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UNDERSTANDING THE GSCID AREA

Spatial Analysis 

Opportunities

From this analysis it is evident that there are multiple 
opportunities available to the Groote Schuur Community 
Improvement District. These range from capitalising upon 
existing buildings and places as nodes and landmarks for 
socio-economic benefit and community improvement to 
establishing historic walks and upgrading public space.

Figure 13: GSCID Opportunities  Map
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UNDERSTANDING THE GSCID AREA

Precincts 
The study area is divided into three precincts, which 
corresponds to GSCID’s existing ‘patrolling precincts’.  
These precincts display distinct characters in terms of 
their function, form, land use and location.

Socio-economic Analysis 

Population Demographics
The total population is 17 269 with the largest majority 
of people living in the Mowbray Precinct. The population 
is set to increase as the majority of developments in 
the area, particularly in Rondebosch, are blocks of flats 
(State of Cape Town Report, 2014).

Census 2011 data reveals that the majority of residents 
in the GSCID area are between the ages of 20 and 29 
(44%), followed by those between 30 and 59 (23%). 
Children between 0 and 19 make up 17% of the 
population whereas the elderly (60+) comprises 14,5%.

This analysis indicates that Mowbray is an area 
characterised by students, young professionals and 
families, whereas Rondebosch is fairly balanced but 
with a slightly older population.  Newlands is not home 
to many young adults / students, but caters more for the 
middle group (30-59) and the elderly.

Mowbray
Bold heritage, banks and braids

Rondebosch
Restaurants, residences and retail

Newlands
Sports, schools and stylish living

Figure 15: 
Graph indicating the population distribution between precincts

Figure 16:
Graph indicating the age distribution between precincts

Mowbray 

Rondebosch

Newlands 

Mowbray 

Rondebosch

Newlands 

Mowbray 

Rondebosch

Newlands 

Mowbray 

Rondebosch

Newlands 

Figure 14: Map indicating the Precincts in GSCID
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UNDERSTANDING THE GSCID AREA

Socio-economic Analysis 

Population Density
The City of Cape Town’s population density as per the 
Census 2011 data is 1 520 people per km2. Bearing 
this in mind, the three precincts within the GSCID area 
represent the average as well as an above average and 
a below average comparison.  Mowbray’s population 
density is 3 511 people per km2 which can be largely 
attributed to the built form, which consists of high-
rise apartment buildings and student accommodation 
buildings, as well as its close proximity to the CBD.  
Rondebosch is almost entirely consistent with the Cape 
Town average with 1 814 people per km2 and Newlands 
is way below the average with 946 people per km2. The 
type of land uses within a precinct other than residential 
will influence these densities, for example Newlands has 
a number of space extensive sporting facilities.

Mowbray  Density

Rondebosch Density 

Newlands Density

City of Cape Town Density

Income and Employment
This area is a big contributor to the City’s economic 
turn-over, where in 2005, the local and district nodes 
of Rondebosch and Mowbray were the 12th largest 
contributer to economic turnover in Cape Town. This is 
largely due to the commercial nature of activity along 
Main Road. THis makes the GSCID area an important 
employment node in the CIty of Cape Town.

The economic standing of the local residents is an 
equally important element to consider when analysing 
the function of a geographic area. The annual household 
income statistics show that 70% of the households in 
the GSCID area earn above R76 401 per annum, which 
equates to about R6 366 per month, whereas 19% of 
households declared no annual income. This could 
possibly be attributed to the number of students that live 
in the area.  In general, it can be deduced that it is an 
affluent area as 55% of households declared an income 
of R12 801 per month or higher of which 15% earn a 
collective income between R25 633 and R51 200 and 
18% between R51 201 and R10 2400. 

The number of unemployed people within the GSCID is 
very low (3%) compared to that of the national rate of 
25,5% and the Cape Town’s rate of 23,9% (2011 Census 
data). The high percentage of not economically active 
people in the GSCID area could be attributed to students 
who live in the area but are not employed per se. This 
assumption can be validated by the fact that 88% of this 
group resides in the Mowbray and Rondebosch precincts.

Spatially, the majority (47%) of the employed population 
group lives within the Rondebosch precinct. In addition, 
most of the employed people work within the formal 
sector whereas only 2% work within the informal sector. 

Figure 18: GSCID Income distribution

Figure 17: 
GSCID Precinct density in comparison to Cape Town’s density
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Mowbray Precinct Analysis 

Spatial Analysis
The following structuring elements within this precinct 
are noteworthy:

Strengths
• Access to CBD, UCT and Table Mountain
• Mobility due to station, Main Road, 
• Beauty of Table Mountain backdrop
• Rich history reflected in the historical buildings
• Small shop premises that favour artisans, small 

business which contribute to personal, village feel
• Cultural institutions such as the Baxter Theatre, Irma 

Stern Museum
• Diversity of people living, working and commuting 

through the area.
• Active residents and associations/goodwill.
• Strong presence of CPUT and UCT

Weaknesses
• Congestion along Main Road
• Poorly developed character due to the congestion.
• Poor pedestrian environment.
• Child unfriendly environment, i.e. dysfunctional park 

(Alma Park)
• Neglect of properties/urban decay between Main 

Road and the railway line. 
• Underutilisation and loss of historical buildings.
• Pedestrian pathways blocked due to security 

concerns
• Lack of river frontage
• Street people sleeping along Liesbeek Trail.
• Perception of danger/crime

Opportunities
• Historical walking trails
• Upgrade of historical buildings
• Development and support of small businesses, 

artisans
• Demarcated areas and stalls for informal traders
• Well-designed pedestrian spaces
• Upgrading of public green spaces
• Support of local economic development by marketing 

events and public use of space
• Building of local identity through clear signage and 

information
• Informal traders
• Two new large residential developments for students 

to be completed in the next few years. More students 
and people living in the area will increase the vibrancy 
of the area and benefit local businesses.

UNDERSTANDING THE GSCID AREA

Figure 19: GSCID Mowbray Precinct - Spatial Strengths

Mowbray
Bold heritage, buses and braids
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UNDERSTANDING THE GSCID AREA

Mowbray Precinct Analysis 

Observatory Node
This local node is situated at the intersection of Lower 
Main Road, Maid Road and Anzio Road, which leads to 
Groote Schuur Hospital and the UCT Medical School. 
The nature of the surrounding commercial area caters 
for the workers traveling to the hospital, the commuters 
traveling along Main Road on their way to the CBD, and 
the residents living in student accommodation or in the 
houses in Observatory.

The Main Road has fast moving traffic and is not 
pedestrian friendly. While it has a striking visual backdrop 
of Table Mountain, the environment feels windswept 
and noisy because of the passing traffic. Lower Main 
Road is more pedestrian friendly, with a village feel and 
a variety of restaurants and small shops catering for 
local residents. The commercial uses along the Main 
Road include secondhand car showrooms and fast food 
outlets. St Peter’s Square provides a range of shops, 
services and a supermarket. 

Mowbray Node
This node of district significance is concentrated at the 
intersection of Main Road with Durban Road (East) and 
Rhodes Drive (West). 

This node is considered a District Node (City of Cape 
Town Southern District Plan). The hierarchical function of 
the node is mostly attributed to its close proximity to the 
Cape Town CBD as well as being situated at one of the 
few direct East-West linkages (across the railway line) 
within this area of Cape Town.  Hence, the presence of 
a large public transport interchange with a busy railway 
station and a well-located major taxi rank.

This intersection functions well with proper signaling for 
vehicles and pedestrians for safe crossing along with 
adequate provision of sidewalks. The built environment 
on the corner of Durban Road and in front of Shoprite 
provides shade for pedestrians in the form of a building 
canopy. 

The existing buildings provide a rich heritage experience. 
There is a redevelopment proposed for the existing 
Shoprite building and the opportunity exists for upgrading 
the pedestrian realm around the ‘Help a Rural Child’ 
store and the Gordon Road cul-de-sac.

The nature of the surrounding commercial land uses 
can be divided into two groups, those catering for (a) the 
commuter and (b) those catering for the residents of the 
area. 

For the commuter, there are numerous fast food, 
cellphone outlets and cellphone repair shops, internet 
facilities and smaller kiosks selling daily essentials.  
These uses are mainly located around the taxi rank and 
train station with a large presence of informal traders 
contributing to the choice within this land use group.

For the resident, there are many banks, hair salons and 
supermarkets, with Shoprite being the biggest retailer in 
the area. 
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UNDERSTANDING THE GSCID AREA

Rondebosch Precinct Analysis 

Spatial Analysis
The following structuring elements within this precinct 
are noteworthy:

Strengths
• Rich history
• Presence of UCT, Varsity College and other tertiary 

institutions
• Good schools
• Cultural institutions such as the Baxter Theatre
• Access to Table Mountain
• Mobility and quick access to CBD
• Institutions in the area such as Quaker Peace and 

Black Sash
• Active residents and associations
• Market next to Rondebosch library
• Station
• Liesbeek River
• Highly mixed use area - offices, shops, homes

Weaknesses
• Traffic congestion along Main Road
• Lack of access to family friendly public/green space
• Lack of family friendly restaurants and shops
• Pedestrian unfriendly
• Perception of danger/crime - Rygersdal is a getaway 

route for criminals
• Lack of river frontage
• Area behind Varsity College on the Liesbeek Trail is 

not used as there are street people sleeping there.
• Vegetation in the Baxter garden on corner of 

Woolsack and Main Road is overgrown and criminals 
hide there to monitor students.

• Poor lighting in side streets next to Baxter and up 
Grotto Road

• Street people throughout the area sleeping in church 
graveyard; under the bridge on Woolsack Drive

• 

Opportunities
• Provide, design and maintain public green spaces 

that are family and pedestrian friendly
• Build a community of partnerships with residents’ 

associations, institutions, GSCID and police
• Support small businesses and informal trading.
• Develop heritage walking trails supported by clear 

signage and information boards
• A new large residential complex to be completed in 

the next few years. More people living in the area will 
increase the vibrancy of the area and benefit local 
businesses.

Figure 20: GSCID Rondebosch Precinct - Spatial Strengths

Rondebosch
Restaurants, residences and retail
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Rondebosch Precinct Analysis 

Rondebosch Node
The Rondebosch node is a well-established collection 
of shops, restaurants, schools, offices and institutions 
centered at the intersection of Belmont Road and 
the Main Road. St Paul’s Church is a focus at this 
intersection. The Riverside Centre offers a range of 
services including a post office, a supermarket, chemist, 
retail shops and banks. The Fountain Shopping Centre 
on the opposite side of Belmont Road offers a Pick ‘n 
Pay, a Woolworths and a range of shops including fast 
food outlets. The flower sellers have been a feature of 
the area for a long time. Vehicular traffic congestion is 
an issue at this intersection, however the area has a lot 
of pedestrian traffic with safe walkways and good street 
lighting.

UNDERSTANDING THE GSCID AREA
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Newlands Precinct Analysis 

Spatial Analysis
The following structuring elements within this precinct 
are noteworthy:

Strengths
• Established schools
• Established, organised community   (e.g. 

(Paradise Park association)
• Sporting amenities
• Range of restaurants and shops
• Well established sporting precinct 
• Historical buildings     

(Josephine’s Mill, Montebello)
• Access to CBD, Claremont
• Mobility

Weaknesses
• Liesbeek River Trail neglected, poor signage from 

Main Road, vandalism of signage and bridges
• Street people sleeping in subway and living next 

to the Liesbeek River, with resulting human waste 
along the trail making access to the historic bridge 
difficult.

• Perception of danger along the River Trail

Opportunities 
• Development of historical walking trails supported by 

clear signage and information boards along Liesbeek 
River Trail

• Building of community partnerships around the use 
and maintenance of the River Trail in conjunction 
with the Friends of the Liesbeek 

• Better entrance signage to the Trail above the Spur. 
Work in conjunction with the management plan 
developed by Friends of the Liesbeek.

• Development of walk/cycling trail along front of 
Groote Schuur to link with the Liesbeek River Trail

UNDERSTANDING THE GSCID AREA

Figure 21: GSCID Newlands Precinct - Spatial Strengths

Newlands
Sports, schools and stylish living
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UNDERSTANDING THE GSCID AREA

Newlands Precinct Analysis 

Dean Street Node
The Dean Street node is a local node centered on the 
intersection of Dean Street and Main Road. The node 
caters largely for the residents and the office workers in 
the area, and the commercial uses include a Woolworths, 
hairdressers, upmarket shops and restaurants. The type 
of restaurant (sushi) indicates that this node serves 
a more affluent clientele as opposed to the fast food 
outlets along the Main Road in Rondebosch, Mowbray 
and Observatory. SAB occupies a prominent position in 
the area, and the Sports Science Centre draws a number 
of people into the area. 

Kildare Node
The Kildare local node is located at the intersection of 
Kildare Road and Main Street caters for an affluent market 
with its mix of upmarket restaurants, wine shop, organic 
grocer and boutiques. It also includes a veterinary clinic.





Implement ing 
the  GSCID Vis ion



32

GSCID Strategic Development Framework

THE GSCID VISION

Over the coming years, the Groote Schuur Community Improvement District is to become 
an inspiring, exciting and vibrant learning district that supports innovation, research and 
development whilst building strong local partnerships.
This vision is based on the analysis of the GSCID 
area and aims to build on the existing strengths and 
opportunities. 

Guiding Planning Principles
Working Partnerships
Co-design, collaboration and co-implementation of 
projects that contribute to a shared vision.

Clear Local Identity
Highlighting the strengths to build a strong local 
identity that attracts locals and visitors to support 
the assets in the area.

Quality Public Spaces
Safe, clean, well designed and tree-lined public 

The Logic Model
To achieve this vision, an implementation plan has been 
generated using the concept of a logic model to define 
the way forward. This is in order to not only measure and 
report on what we do and produce but also to look at the 
outcomes. All the elements in the logic model diagram 
are considered important. This logic model approach 
also helps to identify and relate key inputs, activities and 
outputs needed to achieve the desired outcomes thereby 
enabling strategic and outcome-aligned interventions. 
This aids the approach of results-based management.

Figure 22: A diagram illustrating the Logic Model
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Create a Learning District

In an increasingly competitive environment, cities and 
regions are realising that they need to develop a regional 
identity in order to differentiate themselves from their 
competition and promote investment (Greg Clark of The 
Business of Cities). 

Local areas also need to create a sense of identity in 
order to encourage investment and invite people to 
the area, which in turn supports local businesses. In a 
socially diverse area such as Main Road, there are many 
different people with different interests sharing spaces. 
Urban planning and design can be used foster a sense 
of collective ownership (Talen 2008) and the sharing of 
space for daily needs.

Despite Cape Town’s legacy of spatial and social 
segregation, the Main Road has always been a place 
where people from different areas have converged and 
been able to connect.  This is an identity to build upon.

Universities around the world are increasingly working 
with their surrounding communities to build a relationship 
of mutually beneficial cooperation. This includes inviting 
visitors into the area to experience the atmosphere of 
learning and innovation. 

This section offers ideas on projects that can be 
implmented in the GSCID area to support a Learning 
District. Where possible, a local example is given to 
illustrate how it might be applied in GSCID.

IMPLEMENTING THE GSCID VISION

Project Ideas

Support Innovation with Fabrication Labs and Hubs
Fabrication (fab) labs are community workshops filled 
with the technology (e.g. 3-D printers) needed to produce 
prototypes and small-scale fabrication. A MIT physicist is 
quoted in www.smartplanet.com as saying that a fab lab 
‘with just $20 000 worth of laser cutters, milling machines 
and soldering irons can transform a community, helping 
people harness their creativity to build tools, replacement 
parts and essential products unavailable in the local 
market.’

Key Considerations
• Operations and management
• Funding and partnerships for funding

Potential Partners
• NGOs
• UCT
• GSCID
• Economic Development Partnership
• City of Cape Town

Heritage Walks
The area is rich in history and there are a number of 
historical sites that could be incorporated into a series of 
historical walks that visit sites such as Mostert’s Mill and 
the Irma Stern Museum. The houses of famous residents 
such as Lucy Lloyd, could be signposted. Signage to the 
museum is regularly stolen, so innovative signage needs 
to be erected. Heritage Walks to be publicised from the 
GSCID offices. 

Key Considerations
• Privately run with marketing from GSCID offices
• Cooperation with museums, galleries, local 

businesses
• Signage to be erected
• Surface markings to be considered.
• Information boards to be erected

Potential Partners
• The Historical Society
• Residents
• Guest houses
• GSCID to market
• Local businesses

Figure 23: An example of a Fabrication Lab. 
The G. Wiz Science Museum in Florida, USA.

Figure 24: An example of signage for marked routes in the Upper 
Newlands Area, Cape Town.
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Project Ideas

Commission public art and create a talking point
Public art draws a reaction from people and invites them 
to think about the public space in which they operate. 

Baltimore’s giant bus stop, a permanent installation, 
spelling out the word ‘Bus’ got global coverage. Local 
sculptors created the installation as a means of 
encouraging social interaction. People waiting for a bus 
can relax on it while they wait. It was designed as a 
statement about the Highlandtown Arts & Entertainment 
District (www.citylab.com). Imagine a UCT one in 
Mowbray to celebrate the Learning District. 

Key Considerations
• Bravely create a stir and a buzz
• Commission a piece of art that people want to see

Potential Partners
• GSCID
• UCT
• Artists
• Residents 

IMPLEMENTING THE GSCID VISION

Upgrade Alma Park
Alma Road Park fronts onto Main Road. It has swings and 
a roundabout, a jungle gym, a locked ablution block and 
a substation. The park is used by the students attending 
Progress College (located in a house on the corner of 
Main and Alma), as well as by students who play social 
soccer in the middle of the park. It is not a child-friendly 
park as the homeless use this as an ablution area. 

Create partnerships with local residents willing to 
contribute to the maintenance of the park, based on 
the Paradise Park model. The area opposite the park, 
next to the railway line includes a small garden area that 
students turned into a park. If the fence was removed and 
the grass regularly maintained, it could be a beneficial 
addition to the park. The railway tracks are overgrown 
with broom and the subway is neglected by the council. 

Key Considerations
• Learn from Paradise Park residents’ structure
• Model the park on the design principles of the Green 

Point Park.
• Create a clearer entrance to the park, with a 

signboard such as the one over the entrance to De 
Waal Park in Gardens.

• Invite volunteers to form a Friends of Alma Park

Potential Partners
• Residents
• GSCID
• City Parks Department

Figure 25: An example of public art as infrastructure and a talking 
point: Bus Stop, Baltimore, USA.

Figure 26: An example of an upgraded park for children, Green 
Point Urban Park, Cape Town.
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Install signage
Use signage to inform visitors to the area about the 
opportunities available in the area.

Key Considerations
• Make signage welcoming and understandable.
• Unify colour and font
• Create an area/university identity
• Historical signs with information
• Directional signs for vehicular and foot traffic
• Business mapping directories
• University signs/directories to orient students

Potential Partners
• UCT
• GSCID
• City of Cape Town

Project Ideas

Host a Welcome Week 
A week of activities to celebrate the return of the students 
and to showcase what the local businesses have to offer. 
Perhaps to coincide with UCT’s Orientation Week.

Key Considerations
• Partnerships with UCT, local businesses and 

residents critical
• Strong marketing of events
• Create an area/university identity
• Historical signs with information
• Directional signs for vehicular and foot traffic
• Business mapping directories
• University signs/directories to orient students
• 
Potential Partners
• UCT
• GSCID
• Residents
• Businesses

One Big Campus
A visitor to the area might find it difficult to know how 
to access the various UCT campuses. The intersection 
of Woolsack and Main Road is a significant potential 
gateway, which should be highlighted.

Key Considerations
• Emphasise existing pedestrian routes to Jammie 

Shuttle and UCT
• Consistent language of steps
• Surface markings, e.g. footprints, to signpost the 

direction to UCT
• Steps to be painted by an artist
• Signage to be improved

Potential Partners
• Artists
• Residents
• UCT

IMPLEMENTING THE GSCID VISION

Figure 27:
Students reading a GSCID brochure at UCT’s Orientation Week. 
GSCID’s engagement with students can be further extended.

Figure 29: An example of stairs painted to be a vibrant way finder 
and marker in urban space, Beirut, Lebanon.

Figure 28: Signage indicating landmarks and heritage in the 
Company’s Garden, Cape Town.
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Project Ideas

Active pedestrian space at St Paul’s Church 
St Paul’s Church has been the social hub of Rondebosch 
for 180 years. It has an active congregation, however 
there are homeless people living in the graveyard, 
and criminal activity means that doors are kept locked 
and elderly members of the congregation are fearful 
of attending evening events. The olive grove could be 
designed as a quasi-public space, which would fulfill the 
need for more public green space in the area, particularly 
for children.

Key Considerations
• Creating family friendly spaces
• Creating activity routes/spaces
• Landscape the olive grove
• Resurface the road behind the church and link it to 

the Presidential Walk.

Potential Partners
• Church congregation
• Local residents/ratepayers associations
• SAPS
• GSCID

Presidential Walk
A lack of child-friendly, public green spaces is one of the 
issues identified in the area. The wide, tree-lined verge 
in front of the Presidential estate could be designed as 
a circular walk linking St Paul’s Church to the entrance 
to the Liesbeek Trail at Albion Springs, along the trail to 
the Riverside Centre and back to St Paul’s. This could be 
used as a walk as well as a cycling trail for small children. 

Key Considerations
• Surface to be raised to prevent flooding
• Clear signage inviting people to use the space
• Provide suitable surface
• Erect a series of information boards describing the 

history of the area and the Groote Schuur estate
• Commission a piece of public art that would become 

a talking point
• Events/rides planned at certain times

Potential Partners
• Groote Schuur
• Residents
• Albion Springs
• Bicycle Cape Town

IMPLEMENTING THE GSCID VISION

Support the bond between people and other living 
systems (Biophilia)
Biophilia is a hypothesis put forward by Edward O. 
Wilson that suggests that people want to connect with 
other living systems. Erich Fromm described it as being 
attracted to all that is alive and vital. There are a number 
of ways in which humans benefit from access to nature. 
In fact even looking onto greenery improves our health 
and wellbeing. 

Ways to support this include
• Maximising and celebrating views of Table Mountain, 

green vistas
• Planting trees
• Planting creepers up walls and over terraces.
• Landscaping pockets within the urban landscape
• Designing walking trails that are well signposted so 

that people can exercise outdoors

Figure 30: An example of a pedestrian space at Prestwich 
Memorial in Cape Town. Figure 31: An example of a planned urban walk, City Walks in 

Cape Town organised by the Central City Improvement District.

Figure 32: An example of how the City of Cape Town Tourism 
has used fun installations to celebrate vistas and views of the 
mountain at the V&A Waterfront.
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Project Ideas

Partner with Open Streets
Open Streets is a global movement working to encourage 
people to use the public space that streets present. 
The movement started in Bogota, Colombia, and now 
thousands of people cycle, walk, run, exercise and relax 
along the streets of Bogota every Sunday. In Cape Town, 
Open Streets has organised a number of Open Streets 
events and is working to stimulate discussion around 
how public spaces can be used by all citizens.

The concept is that a section of street is cordoned off at 
a specific time in order to allow people to use the space 
in ways that don’t include a vehicle. This encourages a 
sense of community.

Key Considerations:
• Create a stir and a buzz
• Invite people to see the street in a new way
• Invite people to interact with people they wouldn’t 

normally interact with

Potential Partners: 
• GSCID
• Open Streets
• UCT
• Artists
• Residents
• Businesses

Invite people to relax in public spaces
In 2009 a pedestrian plaza was created on Times Square 
in New York. Realising that they had no street furniture, 
The Times Square Alliance, a business group, set up 
376 garden chairs. People flocked to the plaza and the 
chairs became a talking point, with people discussing 
the appropriate furniture for a public space. The chairs 
were temporary, after doing their job, which was to attract 
visitors to the space, they were replaced by sturdier 
chairs, tables and umbrellas (www.nytimes.com).

The area opposite Campus Security in Woolsack Road, 
could be designed as a public space that welcomes 
students wanting to relax or eat lunch. The grass triangle 
in the middle could be landscaped with chairs and tables, 
and a food truck could park nearby to sell lunch/supper. 
There is a steady stream of students walking from the 
station and Main Road to the Jammie Shuttle. Designing 
the area to convey a Campus feel would extend the 
sense of the campus down to the Main Road.

Key Considerations
• Campus security is onsite
• The space would create a campus feel
• The students living in the residences alongside 

would frequent the space and support the food truck

Potential Partners
• Businesses (food trucks)
• UCT
• GSCID

IMPLEMENTING THE GSCID VISION

Figure 33: An example of an Open Streets event in Bree Street, 
Cape Town.

Figure 34: A relaxing free concert and picnic at De Waal Park, 
Cape Town.
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Project Ideas

River trail events and clean ups
Some sections of the Liesbeek River Trail are well 
maintained, while others are neglected and frequented 
by homeless people, which means that these sections 
are considered unsafe. Signage is absent or neglected. 
Safety issues keep people from using the trail, which 
makes it attractive to the homeless. The Friends of 
the Liesbeek works along the river but needs help with 
projects such as river clean ups. Citizen groups interested 
in contributing to the upkeep and maintenance of the river 
would make a considerable contribution to ensuring that 
the river is more actively used and therefore considered 
as safe. In America, the National River Cleanup initiative 
was launched in 1991, offering support to individuals, 
organisations and volunteers interested in cleaning their 
local river. Cleanups have removed 20.7 million pounds 
of litter from America’s rivers (www.americanrivers.org). 

Key Considerations
• Look at gate entrance to De Waal Park
• Signage to be maintained
• Entrances to be widened and made attractive
• Security to be present, with regular patrols
• Partners to be supported with rubbish bags, online 

and print media coverage and technical support.

Potential Partners
• Friends of the Liesbeek River
• Historical Society
• GSCID
• Local schools
• Residents

Festivals and Events
Building a sense of place and identity means building on 
the strengths that already exist in the area. Festivals that 
celebrate the university (such as the old Rag procession) 
or events that highlight what currently makes the area 
stand out (such as the braiding salons in Mowbray) 
create a reputation for the area.

In Cape Times 14 May 2014, Bulelwa Makalima-
Ngewana, chief executive of the Cape Town Partnership, 
wrote a feature about stories building bridges of trust 
and she writes about visiting her hairdresser in Mowbray. 
“I love to listen to the stories of strangers. Perhaps the 
closest thing to the fireside chats of my childhood would 
be my regular visits to my hairdresser in Mowbray. 
I began going to her when she was just starting her 
business – her sisters and brother were students at the 
time and doubled as her employees – now she has more 
than 10 people working for her. I think that a big part of 
her success is that her salon is quite gritty; more ‘African 
township’ than high-end or fancy. It’s a comfortable, 
familiar place that makes strangers feel like friends. Every 
time I go there I meet new people who are interesting 
and fun, with many stories to share – in Swahili, English, 
French, Portuguese, Afrikaans, Xhosa and more.”

Key Considerations
• Build on local strengths and interests
• Use local knowledge and drive
• Allocate budget for marketing

Potential Partners
• Local businesses
• Residents

IMPLEMENTING THE GSCID VISION

Figure 35: Local residents and community groups doing a clean 
up on the Liesbeek River, Rondebosch.

Figure 36: An example of an event that builds on local identity, the 
Hermanus Whale Festival.
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Project Ideas

Mowbray Town Hall as a village centre
The Mowbray Town Hall is a significant historical landmark 
dating to 1900. It has the potential to serve as the heart 
of the area, as its grounds could be landscaped into a 
public green space, something that is lacking in the area. 
The Mowbray Town Hall and the nearby intersection have 
been identified by the City as making up one of six nodes 
along Main Road. As part of the World Design Capital 
2014 an urban design proposal has been formulated with 
design guidelines set. 

Key Considerations
• Create an amphitheater or public space for concerts 

and events
• Remove the fence surrounding the Town Hall so that 

the garden is a public open space
• Create events in the Town Hall to build community 

and support local businesses, e.g. food truck night 
once a month; hair braiding festival

Potential Partners
• City of Cape Town
• UCT
• GSCID
• Residents
• Businesses

Upgrade website to be a window into the GSCID Area 
The GSCID website is an important tool for the branding 
of the area and offers visitors and those new to the area 
a look in. The website can offer information about GSCID 
as an organisation, heritage, commerce, education and 
retail in the area.

Key Considerations
• Funding and capacity needed for start up and 

ongoing management and maintenance
• Credible and informative content: Are you sending 

your audience the correct and a strong brand 
message? Are you actively using your website to 
build trust? How often are you updating it and how 
else are you communicating with your prospects? 
Are you using Twitter and Facebook?

• People are more likely to trust your brand if:
 It is consistent and professional
 They know more about you
 If they know more about your services

Potential Partners
• Local graphic designers
• Local business, organisations

Figure 37: An example of what can be done with the public space 
in front of the Mowbray Town Hall, the amphitheater at the V&A 
Waterfront.

Figure 38: An example of website as a window to an area, the 
Central City Improvement District’s website home page.
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Remove or convert old phone booths
Vandalised and non-functioning phone booths are 
dotted along the Main Road. These could be removed or 
converted into information kiosks or WIFI hotspots.  The 
city of Shanghai converted 500 former telephone booths 
into WiFi hotspots. (www.five9.com/rise-and-fallof-the-
telephone-booth). The People’s Daily Online printed on 
March 17, 2011, that signals from 500 telephone booths 
in downtown Shanghai. WiFi laptops, iPads and cell 
phones can connect to the internet within a 50-square 
meter radius of the booths. 

New York City earns three times as much using its phone 
booths as ad space than they do using them for their 
phone services. New York is also converting phone 
booths to free WiFi. (America.aljazeera.com) There are 
proposals to transform the city’s phone booths into WiFi 
hotspots. 10 000 hot spots will be distributed across five 
boroughs. The programme is expected to bring in 17.5 
million dollars in annual revenue for the city and would 
be funded through the sale of digital advertising.  The hot 
spots will provide cellphone charging stations, interactive 
touch screens that provide informations and emergency 
notices. This follows a pilot programme begun by Michael 
Bloomberg which introduced touch screen kiosks and 
WiFi to some subway stations.

Project Ideas

Encourage food trucks to park in Mowbray
Mobile food trucks are now a global trend and in 
Cape Town there are food trucks offering everything 
from gourmet sandwiches to tacos or Thai crab salad. 
Feedback from students in the Mowbray area is that 
there isn’t anywhere to go for food other than fast food 
such as Wimpy. A food truck offers something special 
and is mobile so can move between locations such as in 
front of the Mowbray Town Hall or the Campus Security 
Square in Woolsack Road. 

Alternatively, small food stalls can be built and leased 
to businesses in order to promote local economic 
development. Examples of these can be found at the 
plaza next to the Sea Point swimming pool.

Key Considerations
• Permission needed from UCT and the City of Cape 

Town
• Special food truck times/nights to be marketed by 

GSCID

Potential Partners
• GSCID
• UCT
• Food truck companies such as Cape Town Food 

Trucks; Limoncello, The Grubbery, or Die Wors Rol.

Figure 39: People enjoying the services of a food truck in De Waal 
Park, Cape Town.

Figure 40: A food truck festival in the USA, a way to activate the 
public space in the GSCID area.
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